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Official  signs  of  Spring  ire  multiplying  fast  these  days.    This  week  the 
Department  announced  the  national  "a^I^I 0Fd«fiflieyiTafcpb or t  prices  will  he  increased 
because  of  higher  parity  price s,  and  an  advance  minimum  average  support  price 
for  corn  of  $1.36  per  bushel.    Also  the  '58  crop  peanut  price  support  level  at 
an  average  minimum  of  $213.20  a  ton;  except  the  undesirable  "Variety  X"  which 
will  have  support  only  at  a  50  percent  discount.  .  .USDA  today  announced  that 
the  reseal  program  on  grains  will  be  extended  to  include  '57-crop  grain  sorghums , 
and  loans  will  be  extended  another  year  on  '56  farm- stored  barley  and  oats  now 
under  reseal.  .  .  .The  researchers  have  released  to  seed  growers  a  new  flax 
variety,  resistant  to  rust  and  wilt.    They  say  too  that  the  Hopi  Indians,  famous 
for  their  rain-making  dances,  were  no  slouches  at  raising  lima  beans.    At  least, 
they've  borrowed  a  Hopi  variety  resistant  to  nematode  attack  to  develop  a  new 
nematode-resistant  lima  bean  for  other  parts  of  the  country.  .  .And  next  week  in 
Osaka,  Japan,  our  first  market-promotion  exhibit  of  U.S.  farm  products  for  this 
year  will  blossom  out  at  the  big  international  trade  fair  there. 

Potato  Growers  Urged  to  Trim  Plans 

Growers  of  fall- harvested  potatoes  have  produced  a  surplus  each  year  for 
the  past  several  years.    They  received  low  prices  for  their  crop.    In  February, 
the  Department  issued  its  acreage-marketing  guides  and  recommended  changes  from 
last  year's  acreage  on  a  State-by-State  basis.    Then  last  month,  the  Crop  Board 
reported  many  growers  were  planning  to  put  substantially  more  land  in  potatoes 
this  year  than  recommended  by  the  marketing  experts.    Secretary  Benson,  this 
week  called  the  attention  of  growers  of  potatoes,  for  late  summer  and  fall 
harvest,  to  these  facts.    He  advised  them  to  review  and  revise  their  planting 
plans,  so  as  to  avoid  the  old  cycle  of  too  much  production,  too  little  demand, 
too  low  prices,  and  too  much  distress  among  farm  families. 

Fire  Ant  Quarantine  in  Eight  States 

Beginning  May  6,  ninety-two  counties  and  parts  of       more  counties  in 
Ala.,  Ark.,  Fla. ,  Ga. ,  Ea. ,  Miss.,  S.  C.  and  Texas  will  come  under  Federal 
quarantine  to  check  the  spread  of  the  imported  fire  ants  into  other  parts  of 
the  country.    The  proposed  quarantine  of  N.C.  and  Tenn.  has  been  found  unnecessary 

as  known  infestation  in  those  States  has  been  satisfactorily  treated  

The  war  against  insects  goes  on  all  the  time,  but  the  height  of  the  season  just 
starts  about  this  time.    A  spring  survey  is  just  getting  under  way  to  determine 
what  percentage  of  boll  weevils  in  hibernation  came  through  the  winter.  The 
European  corn  borer  survey  starts  during  corn  growing  season  and  keeps  up  till 
fall.    After  the  early  spring  survey  on  grasshoppers,  the  entomologists  will  make 
plans  to  fight  that  pest. 


Do  You  Editorialize? 
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Though  few  radio  and  television  stations  editorialize ,  WTVJ,  Miami ,  is  one 
that  does,  having  started  last  September  with  a  daily  television  editorial  by 
Ralph  Renick,  v. p.  in  charge  of  nevs. 

A  recent  WTVJ  brochure  says:  It's  a  two-minute  segment  of  the  news  program, 
separated  rigorously  from  the  "hard  news"  portion  in  several  ways.  Renick 
introduces  the  last  commercial  with,  "That's  the  news,  I'll  be  back  in  a  moment 
with  tonight's  editorial."    After  the  commercial,  the  word  "Editorial"  is  super- 
imposed on  the  bottom  of  the  TV  picture,  as  Renick  begins  his  comment,  to 
identify  clearly  this  editorial  segment.    Each  editorial  is  printed  in  quantity 
and  a  copy  delivered  to  each  WTVJ  executive  next  morning  so  he  will  know  what 
stand  has  been  taken  on  an  issue.     Copies  go  to  all  parties  touched  by  the  issue 
and  viewers  who  ask  for  copies  get  them  immediately.    WTVJ  reports  enthusiastic 
community  response,  mostly  favorable. 

Here  are  the  requirements  the  station  lists  for  presenting  a  successful  local 
daily  television  editorial: 

1.  One  person  must  be  the  sole,  final  authority. 

2.  The  editorial  should  be  restricted  almost  wholly  to  local  and  state  issues. 

3.  The  station  must  be  able  to  conduct  "research  in  depth"  in  a  speedy  manner. 
k.    The  one  who  delivers  the  editorial  must  be  well-known  and  respected  -  know 

community. 

5.  The  editorial  must  be  clearly  defined  on  the  air  -  carefully  separated  from 
news. 

6.  Courage  is  important  -  to  take  a  definite  stand  and  then  stick  with  it. 

7.  No  editorial  should  be  a  "blast"  -  a  course  of  action  must  be  presented. 

8.  Editorials  should  be  clearly  on  the  side  of  righteousness  and  betterment.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  delve  into  politics,  or  truly  double-edged  issues,  then  the 
station  must  be  immediately  prepared  to  air  the  opposing  sid.e  of  the  issue  on 
which  it  has  taken  a  stand.   .   .   .Although  Renick  has  had  no  requests  for  equal 
time,  the  station  is  prepared,  to  offer  it  -  in  fact,  WTVJ  believes  that  such  an 
on-the-air  rebuttal  will  provide  a  lively  program. 

We  offer  this  report  as  possible  guidance  for  farm  broadcasters  who  may  be 
planning  to  use  the  broadcast  media's  right  to  editorialize. 

A  quote  from  a  letter  of  veteran  commentator,  H.  V.  Kaltenborn  to  Renick  last 
January  is  pertinent: 

"Just  one  friendly  word,  of  warning.    We  chaps  who  deliver  opinions  on  the 
air  are  always  in  danger  of  becoming  too  cocksure  and  too  careless  about 
getting  all  the  facts  before  we  form  an  opinion.    I  know  from  long 
experience  that  this  is  a  real  danger.  Be  sure  you're  right  and  then  go 
ahead  without  fear  or  favor.    That's  the  best  rule  to  follow,  but  it's 
not  always  easy  to  follow  it." 
Renick,  who  was  the  first  recipient  of  the  annual  Kaltenborn  Fellowship  in  communi- 
cations research,  says  he  agrees. 

Conservation  Reserve  in  II  Words 

"The  Conservation  Reserve  helps  farmers  store  cropland  instead  of  surplus 
crops. "  Ass't  Sec'y  McLain  uses  that  11-word  definition  of  the  Conservation  Res. 
in  a  3-minute,  9-second  tape  recording  being  sent  to  many  of  you.    The  Ass't  Sec'y 
also  gives  highlights  of  the  program,  reports  on  a  recent  survey  on  why  farmers 
put  cropland  in  the  Conservation  Reserve,  and  reminds  farmers  that  April  15  is  the 

final  date  for  signing  1958  Conservation  Reserve  contracts  Barney  Arnold, 

WRAS,  Louisville,  reports  they  have  added  15  minutes  to  their  farm  radio  schedule 
at  noon,  making  them  one  hour  and  5  minutes  a  day.    They  still  have  their  regular 
market  features  on  the  noon  midday  Roundup  television  program.  .  .   .April  27,  28 
and  29,  Region  h  NATRFD,  meet  in  Detroit  with  John  Merrifield,  WW J,  as  host. 
Clyde  Keathley,  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio,  is  chairman.     Get  in  touch  with  him  for 
details . 
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Seeing  Ourselves  as  Others  See  Us 

Last  Wednesday  Ted  Koop,  CBS  News  and  Public  Affair  Director  in  Washington, 
gave  us  a  view  of  Federal  public  relations  as  seen  by  the  news  media.     In  general, 
he  thinks  public  information  officers  do  a  good  job.    Here  and  there,  he  comp- 
lained, some  old-fashioned  pre-electronic  thinking  still  persists.    He  called 
for  more  general  recognition  of  the  importance  of  radio  and  TV  for  speedy  and 
accurate  news  and  declared  that  if  public  information  people  ignore  radio  and  TV 
they  are  falling  down  on  their  jobs.    He  urged  a  broad  definition  of  the  word 
cooperation  by  the  people  whose  job  it  is  to  cooperate  with  press,  radio,  and  TV. 
He  said  official  information  should  be  factual  and  deplored  any  bottling  up  of 
information  to  which  the  public  is  entitled,  or  any  'management'  of  the  news. 
Ted's  talk  was  one  of  a  series  of  USDA  Graduate  School  lectures  here  in  the 
Department  on  public  relations.    Ass't  Sec'y  Ervin  Peterson  opened  the  series  with 
a  discussion  of  the  Federal  Administrator's  view.    Andrew  Berding,  Ass't  Sec'y 
of  State  for  Public  Affairs,  presented  the  view  of  a  Fed.  public  relations  offi- 
cial.   Mrs.  J.  G.  Lee,  Pres.  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters,  considered  these 
questions  from  the  consumer's  viewpoint.    Next  week,  P.  W  Alton  Cloke,  PR  Coordi- 
nator for  Kaiser  Industries,  will  tell  us  what  private  industry  thinks  of  Fed. 
PIO's. 

Crop  Development  Forecasts  by  Machine 

The  most  promising  Spring  story  we've  seen  is  the  one  about  the  blooming  of 
the  lilacs  out  West  in  our  esteemed  contemporary  "Weekly  Weather  and  Crop  Bulle- 
tin" .     It  seems  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  the  Montana  Ag.  Exp.  Station,  and 
local  garden  clubs,  1,200  observers  in  all, last  year  mapped  the  purple  lilac  bloom 
in  all  States  at  different  elevations.    This  summer,  they  plan  to  correlate 
biology  and  weather  further,  and  may  extend  their  survey  to  farm  crops,  such  as 
winter  wheat  and  alfalfa.    As  they  learn  more  about  climate  as  it  applies  to  far- 
ming, they  think  they  may  be  able  to  devise  a  system  of  analyzing  the  data  by 
machine-computing  methods.    By  such  surveys  they  see  a  possibility  of  forecasting 
when  various  crops  will  reach  given  stages  of  maturity,  such  as  headed  and  combine 
-ripe.    Anyway,  the  lilacs  will  not  have  wasted  their  fragrance  on  the  western 
air. 

Beef  Cattle  Inherit  Rate  of  Growth 

Beef  cattle  specialists  of  the  USDA-Virginia  Research  Center  at  Front  Royal, 
Va.,  expect  more  progress  in  beef  breeding  in  the  next  20  years  than  in  the  past 
200  years.     So  report  Jack  Towers,  R&TV.,  and  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  who  were  out  there 
to  a  bull  auction  yesterday.    They  recorded  the  progress  already  made,  as  well 
as  the  cows  and  experts.    Although  this  long-time  series  of  experiments  has  only 
been  running  nine  years,  the  breeders  already  have  evidence  that  type  and  rate- 
of-growth  are  genetically  independent.    What's  more,  thay  have  found  that  good 
beef  type  and  fast  growing  ability  can  be  inherited  in  the  same  animal.  The 
general  aim  of  the  experiments  is  to  work  out  the  principles  of  putting  a  few 
more  pounds  of  beef  on  the  animal  with  a  little  less  feed.    They  judge  the  bull 
by  his  performance  of  his  calves,  with  the  idea  of  developing  beef  animals  that 
mature  early,  gain  fast,  and  make  high  quality  meat. 

That  Special  News  Flash  to  You 

Ever  so  often  we  think  we  have  news  or  background  that  you'd  like  to  have 
in  a  hurry.    That's  why  we  sent  you  that  special  mid-week  mailing  on  the  back- 
ground information  of  the  Acreage  Reserve  "waiting  list"  sign-up.    We  hope  it 
really  was  helpful.    Your  comments  are  invited,  of  course. 


These  Recordings  for  Your  Tapes 

35QM3    "Record-of -Performance    Testing  of  Beef  Cattle"  -  This  on-location  bull 
auction  recording  at  Beef  Breeding  Station,  Front  Royal,  Va.,  yesterday- 
reports  research  findings  on  bull's  ability  to  transmit  good  type  and  fast 
gaining  to  his  calves.  Time:         59  sec. 

36qW    "Let's  Improve  Small  Forests"  -  This  is  a  sort  of  signal  rocket  for  the 
great  movement  now  getting  under  way  for  improvement  of  farm  and  private 
forests.    Ass't  Chief  Wm.  S.  Swingler,  PS,  tells  of  the  recent  Timber  Resour- 
ces Report.  Timerl  min.  5^see. 

370^8    "Brucellosis  on  the  Run"-  Dr.  Carrol  Mingle,  who  heads  up  the  campaign  to 
eradicate  this  disease,  tells  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  about  progress. 

Time :  k  min.  23sec 

Farm  Fare  in  the  Nets  Week  Apr.  7-12 

"What  the  Snow  Survey  Shows"  and  "USDA  Home  Report"  in  the  Nat 1 1  Farm  &  Home  Hour, 
on  NBC,  Sat.  April  12  -  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 

Nutrition  Series:    No.  2;    "Is  Your  Eating  a  Fad?"  Ext.  Nutritionist  Dr.  Evelyn 
Spindler  discusses  food  fads,  in  the  American  Farmer,  0n  ABNetwork.,  Sat.  April  12- 
12:30  to  12:55  EST. 

"Twenty  Years  of  Crop  Insurance"  -  Frank  McCartney,  Mgr.  of  FCIC  reviews  develop- 
ments with  Hollis  Seavey,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  April  12. 

The  USDA-TV  package  for  mailing  April  10:     "Milk  for  the  Millions"  -  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  Federal  milk  marketing  orders  explained  in  11  pictures. 

"CBS  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"-  Sat.  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  April  12. 

Evenings,  Mon  thru  Fri.,  see  local  listings  of  NBC  "American  Farm  Report  -  Hark- 
ness . " 

"Research  on  Parade"-  Frank  Teuton  presents  his  '58  ARS  Show  at  the  American 
Railway  Development  Association's  annual  meeting,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  11. 

May  is  National  Radio  Month  -  How  about  suggesting  some  things  to  the  boss  that 
your  station  (if  it's  radio)  can  tell  rural  audiences  about  the  usefulness  of 
radio.    The  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  B 'casters  vp  for  radio,  John  F.  Meagher,  is  spearheading 

plans  for  the  Month  Doc  Webster,  WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  who  is  northeast 

chairman  of  NATRFD, calls  to  say  he  hopes  all  the  fellows  in  this  region  (W.Va  north- 
east thru  Maine)  will  get  to  the  regional  meeting  in  Wilmington,  Del.  April  13-15* 
which  is  being  held,  as  Usual,  in  conjunction  with  the  regional  meeting  Of  the 
AM.  Ass'n  of  Ag.  College  Eds.  (AAACE).    There  is  quite  a  lively  media  program 

lined  up  for  Monday  Doc  tells  of  plans  for  a  regional  monthly  newsletter  named 

"The  Northeaster".    However,  Doc  says  it's  no  breeze  to  get  it  out.... No  end  to 
this  man's  enterprise.    His  latest  is  a  daily  column  in  the  Jamestown  Sun:  "And 
So  It  Grows".    Nice  going--ep,  growing  Doc. 


C.  A.  Herndon 
Radio  and  Television  Service. 


P.  S.    Chief  Layne  Beaty  wrote  the  editorial  and  much  of  the  other  copy  before 
he  was  called  away  on  business  over  the  weekend.    Asked  me  to  clip  it 
together  and  send  to  you. 
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April  11,  1953 
Letter  No.  8l6 


As  you  probably  noticed,  President  Eisenhower  has  proclaimed  the  week 
beginning  July  20  as  Farm  Safety  Week.    Obviously,  this  early  announcement  is 
intended  to  allow  ample  opportunity  to  prepare  for  some  effective  activities  in 
keeping  with  the  purpose  of  the  week.    Let  'er  go,  boys.    Let's  make  this  the 
safest  one  ever. 

Step-up  in  Farm  Labor  Recruitment 

Secretary  of  Labor  Mitchell  this  week  announced  that  all  State  employment 
security  agencies  have  been  asked  to  intensify  their  farm  labor  recruitment 
activities.    He  called  on  them  to  publicize  any  farm  job  opportunities  in  towns 
and  cities,  so  as  to  recruit  unemployed  workers  with  previous  experience  in  farm 
work.    The  idea  is  to  bring  about  the  fullest  use  of  this  country's  own  farm 
labor  supply,  and  cut  back  on  the  use  of  foreign  workers  in  agriculture.  Some 
sections  will  continue  to  need  foreign  workers  to  meet  seasonal  demands,  but 
when  foreign  workers  are  brought  in,  the  policy  will  be  to  give  priority  to 
qualified  domestic  farm  workers  for  available  farm  jobs.    USDA  will  continue  to 
encourage  farmers  to  determine  their  labor  needs  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
present  those  needs  to  the  State  employment  services. 

Crop  Board  Reports  Heavy  Feed  Stocks 

In  its  general  crop  report  issued  yesterday,  USDA's  Crop  Board  reported 
outstandingly  favorable  prospects  for  winter  wheat  in  the  Great  Plains.  Plenty 
of  snow  and  rains  have  kept  soils  wet  and  almost  blanked  out  soil  blowing  in 
the  Plains.    The  Board  indicated  the  fourth  largest  winter  wheat  crop  yet  grown, 
with  the  winter  wheat  crop  likely  to  amount  to  more  than  the  combined  winter  and 
spring  outturn  of  last  year.    It  estimated  that  farm  stocks  of  feed  grains  were 
almost  an  eighth  larger  than  last  year.    Compared  with  April  1  holdings  a  year 
ago,  holdings  of  corn  were  3  percent  larger,  oats  31  percent  larger,  barley  hi 
percent  larger,  and  sorghum  grain  three  times  as  much.    Western  irrigation  pros- 
pects were  rated  excellent.    And  although  grazing  prospects  are  still  lagging 
in  the  South,  they  average  in  the  country  generally  the  best  in  recent  years. 
They  look  especially  promising  throughout  the  West.    Vegetable  growing  and  harvest 
were  further  delayed  by  cold,  wet  weather  in  March,  but  fruits  generally  escaped 
cold  damage  and  Florida  citrus  recovered  condition  fast.     Southern  peaches  had 
the  best  April  1  condition  since  19^5  and  second  highest  of  record.     After  the 
cold,  wet  winter  the  Board  expects  spring  vegetable  production  to  prove  smaller 
than  in  '57. 
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Over  the  Neighbours'  Hedges 

An  objective  examination  of  the  BBC's  weekly  farm  television  show  "Farming" 
appears  in  the  March  issue  of  the  British  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries, 
and  Food's  monthly  publication  "Agriculture". 

The  author,  Clyde  Higgs,  a  familiar  name  on  farm  radio  in  the  U.K.,  relates 
how  the  show  got  started  against  some  odds.    He  praises  the  concept  and  oppor- 
tunities of  the  program  "doing  something  for  farmers  no  other  media  can." 
Advisory  officers,  the  press,  sound  radio,  local  meetings  and  film  shows  all 
have  their  limitations,  he  says,  but  most  of  these  are  overcome  by  television 
which,  with  film,  can  leap-frog  time.     It  can  probe  problems  and  places  out  of 
reach  of  many  farmers.     It  can  present,  in  the  comfort  of  the  farm  house  or 
worker's  cottage,  the  results  of  wide  research  and  investigation  in  such  a  form 
they  can  be  fully  understood  and  digested  by  ordinary  people.    The  only  limita- 
tion which  television  has,  he  says,  is  that  it  is  one-way. 

Mr.  Higgs  thinks  a  general  criticism  which  can  be  fairly  levelled  at  the 
early  programs  is  that  "they  did  not  go  into  sufficient  detail."    He  feels  it's 
impossible  to  put  over  three  or  more  items  in  half  an  hour,  and  that  it's  better 
to  "explore  one  subject  thoroughly". 

The  farm  visits  are  a  popular  feature  as  "Farmers  like  looking  over 
neighbours'  hedges"  says  Clude. 

He  mentions  that  the  time  of  the  program  (12:30  p.m.  Thursdays)  has  been 
criticized,  but  "obviously  an  evening  high  spot  for  a  minority  audience  is 
impossible."    He  winds  up  his  piece  with  the  suggestion  that  the  producer 
(Hilary  Phillips)  should  aim  to  make  the  show  of  such  vital  interest  to  farmers 
that  they  would  willingly  give  up  half  an  hour  for  technical  education. 

Feed  Export  Team  Headed  Abroad 

Next  Tuesday,  April  15,  a  joint  USDA-Grain  Co-ops  team  takes  off  for 
Europe  to  scout  for  future  markets  for  U.S.  feed  grains  in  West  Germany,  Italy, 
and  Greece.    They  plan  to  survey  the  possibilities  of  developing  immediate  and 
long-range  permanent  dollar  markets  for  U.S.  corn,  grain  sorghums,  high  protein 
meals,  barley  and  oats.  .  .  .This  week  USDA  is  making  its  first  trade  fair 
showing  of  the  year  at  the  International  Trade  Fair  at  Osaka,  Japan.    The  U.S. 
exhibit  includes:  manikins  and  live  models  wearing  Oriental  and  Western  clothes 
made  from  U.S.  cotton  exported  to  Japan;  high-speed  American  cigarette  machines 
making  cigarettes  of  U.S.  tobacco,  with  samples  for  visitors;  and  other  exhibits 
of  U.S.  wheat,  soybeans,  and  tallow.    The  experts  regard  these  fairs  as  a  good 
market  development  device.    At  such  a  fair,  up  to  a  million  or  more  persons  can 
see,  feel,  and  taste  our  agricultural  products.  .  .  .Yesterday,  at  San 
Bernardino,  Cal. ,  Sec'y  Eenson  told  the  National  Orange  Show  that  our  researchers 
are  learning  more  all  the  time  about  how  to  expand  exports.    We  are  trying  to 
persuade  foreign  governments,  especially  European  governments,  to  reduce  their 
trade  restrictions,  with  better  success  with  citrus  than  many  other  items.  He 
pointed  out  industry  tests  show  that  better  quality  citrus  fruits  can  be 
marketed  abroad  if  higher  quality  fruit  is  selected  and  packed  for  export.  The 
Sec'y  also  reported  we  are  studying  how  best  to  maintain  citrus  quality  in  truck 
shipments  and  the  use  of  chemicals  to  control  decay  during  transit  and  storage. 
As  practically  all  citrus  will  cross,  he  sees  possibilities  of  developing  new 
fruits  that  will  enlarge  market  possibilities  for  the  citrus  industry. 

Like  Son  -  Like  Father:  Tom  Eden,  Alabama  Educational  Television  (3-station) 
Network,  this  week,  on  the  "Alabama  Farm  Facts"  program  from  Auburn;  produced 
a  show  "Updating  the  rural  father  to  aid  him  to  keep  pace  with  his  son." 
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Sweet  Results  with  Beets  and  Broilers 

Our  USDA  researchers  came  up  this  week  with  a  couple  of  time-lapse  studies 
which  gives  a  closer-up  on  two  of  the  segments  involved  in  the  great  agricultural 
revolution  since  the  War.    These  scientists  say  the  trend  in  sugar  "beet  production 
per  acre  in  the  past  ten  years  has  been  upward  in  all  states  and  in  all  regions. 
Over  the  country  generally  the  total  uptrend  was  26  percent.    That  is,  25  percent 
in  the  Far  West,  17  percent  in  the  Central  region,  and  more  than  50  percent  in  the 
Eastern  region.    Primary  reason, better  types  of  seed  and  better  cultural  methods, 

especially  use  of  fertilizers  As  for  broilers,  since  1950  their  production 

in  the  U.  S.  has  gone  up  126  percent.    Seventy  percent  of  that  production  centers 
in  10  States:    Georgia,  Arkansas,  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  Texas,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Mississippi,  Virginia  and  Maine,    last  year,  Georgia  led  with  2ol  million 
birds.    Maine  was  tenth  with  50  million  birds.    The  poultry  specialists  generally 
credit  the  remarkable  increase  in  large  part  to  cost-sharing  arrangements  between 
growers  and  dealers.    They  say  not  more  than  3  to  5  percent  of  all  broilers  are  now 
produced  with  the  grower  assuming  all  the  financial  risk.    Contracts  differ,  but  as 
a  rule  the  growers  provide  the  houses  and  labor  and  grow  the  birds,  while  dealers 
supply  the  feed  and  chicks  to  the  growers.     In  Maine  the  contracts  are  between 
growers  and  processors  some  of  whom  are  also  feed  dealers.    In  most  broiler  areas 
the  future  economic  outlook  is  good,  and  the  experts  predict  broiler  production  is 
likely  to  continue  to  expand  in  the  Southeast. 

First  Aid  via  Safety  Clinic 

Program  Dir.  Jim  Seaney,  WDZ,  Decatur,  111.,  reports  he  and  Marty  Roberts, 
RFD,  ushered  in  Spring  on  their  station  with  a  family- type  farm  safety  clinic  that 

they  feel  was  well  worth  while.    They  figured  that  if  a  farmer  is  hurt,  it 
would  be  either  the  wife,  or  one  of  the  children  who  would  have  to  administer  first 
aid.    So  they  tried  to  get  entire  families  together  for  the  clinic.    The  County 
Farm  Advisor,  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  the  local  Fire  Department,  cooperated  in 
presenting  basic  ideas  on  how  splints,  bandages,  and  medicines  whould  be  used  in 
first  aid;     shewed  first  aid  in  action  in  Red  Cross  movies;  and  the  Red  Cross 
representative  demonstrated  the  newer  form  of  artificial  respiration.    After  that 
they  had  questions  about  first  aid  problems  from  the  families  .    Jim  says  they  held 
the  interest  of  the  65  persons  present  all  through  the  2^  hour  clinic. 

Deadline  Tuesday,  April  15 

Tuesday,  April  15  is  the  last  day  your  farmers  can  sign  a  1958  Conservation 
Reserve  Contract.    If  they  put  land  in  the  '58  Conservation  Reserve,  their  rental 
payments  start  this  year.    They  also  earn  cost-sharing  payments  for  establishing 
conservation  practices  on  their  land.     It  might  help  some  of  them  to  remind  them 
of  the  deadline,  and  suggest  that  those  who  haven't  already  done  so,  talk  it  over 
with  the  people  at  their  County  ASC  Office  by  Tuesday  April  15th  -  if  you  still 

have  time  to  get  out  the  reminder  when  you  get  this  letter  REA  has  now  approved 

loans  providing  electric  service  for  more  than  5  million  consumers.    REA  borrowers 
operate  electric  facilities  serving  rural  areas  in  about  2,600  counties  of  k-3 
States  -  in  all  the  States  except  Conn.,  Mass.,  and  R.  I. 

Radio-wise  Food  for  Thought 

Ray  Wolf,  ext.  radio  ed.  in  Minnesota,  quotes  Ward  Quaal,  gen'l  mgr.  of  WGN, 
Chicago,  as  saying  the  need  of  professional  information  via  radio  continues  to 
increase  despite  the  dwindling  farm  population.     Demands  of  today's  mechanized  farm 
operation  requires  the  detailed  and  factual  data  that  radio  can  provide  ,  says  Ward. 


Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 


Paul  Pippert,  for  the  past  four  years  special  events  and  staff  announcer, 
KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  joined  George  Stephens  and  Market  Reporter  Jack  Wise, 
as  reporter  in  KCMO's  Farm  Department  which  operates  directly  from  the  KC  City 

Livestock  Exchange  Building.    Paul  now  takes  his  place  on  our  picture  board  

Jack  Towers  and  Janet  Christensen,  of  this  office,  will  probably  be  in  Wilmington, 
Del.,  taking  in  the  joint  annual  meeting  of  the  Northeast  AAACE-NATRFD  April  13-15 
-  about  which  more  next  week.     I'll  be  there  for  the  final  sessions.    N.E.  AAACE 
Chairman  Leighton  Watson  says  Jack  Murray  and  his  arrangements  committee  have  left 
nothing  undone  for  complete  success  of  this  conclave. 

New  Pick-Ups  for  your  Tapes 


380^8  "Crop  Insurance  to  the  Rescue"  -  Frank  McCartney,  Mgr.  FCIC,  points  out 
the  way  to  the  advantages  of  crop  insurance.  TIME:  1:3^ 

390,^8  Look!  -  Big  Premiums  for  High  Grade  Cotton"-  Andy  Robinson,  head  of  AMS 
cotton  grading  and  market  news,  tells  why  to  aim  for  the  quality  cotton 
market  this  year.  TIME:  1:3k- 

i+OQfi-8         "Honeybee  Shipments  a  Little  late  this  Year"-  James  Hambleton,  ARS  top  bee 
expert,  explains  why  package  bees  from  the  South  have  been  delayed. 

TIME :      2 : 00 

ij-lQji-8         "Selling  Our  Feed  Grain  Abroad"  -  John  McCracken,  FAS,  chats  with  Jack 
Towers,  R&TV,  about  the  USDA-Industry  team  heading  overseas  in  search 
of  export  markets  for  U.  S.  feed  grains.  TIME:  3:26 

In  Other  Cutlets  Next  Weekend 

"Tenth  Anniversary  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange"    and  "That  Serious  Threat,  the 
Soybean  Cyst  Nematode."    on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sat.  April  19,  12  to 
12:30  p.m.  EST,  over  NBC  network. 

"Getting  Ready  for  the  7th  Annual  National  land  Judging  Contest"  with  Edd  Roberts, 
conservationist,  Okla,,  Ext.  Service;    and  "Get  Your  Copy  of  the  New  Food  Guide" 
with  Dr.  Evelyn  Spindler,  Ext.  Ser.  Nutritionist,  on  the  American  Farmer,  Sat. 
April  19,     12:30  to  12:55.    EST,  over  /©Network. 

"The  Bull  Sale  at  Front  Royal,  Va.,  and  the  Beef  Breeding  Work  which  made  it  Inpor- 
tant"  with  Hollis  Seavey,  and  the  USDA-VPI  livestock  leaders,  on  the  Clear  Channel 
Stations,  weekend  of  April  19. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS  network,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  Sat.  April  19. 
"Washington  Farm  Report  by  Richard  Harkness"  as  locally  listed  on  NBC,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 


USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  special  to  Cotton  States  April  17:     "Cotton  Helps  Grew 
Tobacco"     shows  new  treatment  for  cotton  shade-cloth  which  makes  it  last  three 
seasons  instead  of  one . 


OCT  2-1958 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


April  18,  1958 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  817 

In  a  statement  Monday,  Secretary  Benson  reported  prices  received  by  farmers 
running  substantially  higher  than  a  year  ago.    He  indicated  that  a  gain  in  farm 
income  over  last  year  seems  likely  the  rest  of  this  year.    He  further  pointed 
out  that  farmers  will  get  more  income  from  taking  part  in  the  Soil  Bank  this  yeai 
than  last.    However,  he  noted  that  one-third  of  the  income  of  farm  people  comes 
from  nonfarm  jobs  or  other  nonfarm  sources.    He  declared  that  the  main  impact 
of  the  recession  on  agriculture  has  been  to  restrict  opportunities  for  farm 
people  to  get  non-farm  jobs. 

Milk  Supply  to  Set  New  Record 

Farmers  will  have  more  milk  to  sell  this  year  than  ever  before.  Our 
Outlook  and  Situation  Board  predicts  around  a  billion  pounds  more  in  '58  than 
the  previous  record  of  nearly  126|  billion  pounds  veighed  in  last  year.  True, 
farmers  began  this  year  with  2  percent  fewer  cows.    But  they  also  had  unusually 
large  supplies  of  feed  concentrates  and  roughages  and  favorable  prices  of  milk 
compared  with  feed  prices,  the  economists  think  production  likely  to  average 
higher  than  a  year  ago  every  month  this  year.    Twenty  years  ago  farmers  tended 
to  increase  or  decrease  size  of  herds  depending  mainly  on  prices.  That 
influence  still  operates,  but  at  times  has  been  obscured  by  adoption  of  major 
technological  improvements.    Many  of  the  new  farming  practices  take  larger 
scale  operation  and  more  specialization.    In  recent  years,  many  dairy  farmers 
declined  to  expand.    Others  shifted  from  dairying  to  other  lines  of  farming  or 
quit  farming  altogether.    But  while  number  of  cows  and  number  of  farms  have 
tended  downward,  production  per  cow  has  tended  to  increase. 

Bigger  Soil  Bank  -  Better  Hogs 

Our  latest  figures  on  the  Acreage  Reserve  signup  for  the  Soil  Bank,  shows 
farmers  who  grow  wheat,  corn,  upland  cotton,  rice  and  tobacco  have  offered 
over  16  million  of  their  'alloted' acres.    That's  one-and-a- third  million  more 
than  reported  last  week.    On  the  more  than  16  million  acres,  farmers  could  earn 
nearly  657  million  dollars,  if  their  applications  are  accepted  and  they  comply 
with  the  program.    Enough  more  acreage  is  on  the  waiting  list  to  make  the  '58 

program  run  to  17.8  million  acres  Since  the  early  '20s  USDA  and  many 

State  Exp.  Stations  have  been  trying  to  develop  meat- type  hogs.    Canada  has 
done  so  well  in  developing  leaner  meat  hogs  and  marketing  them  that  we  sent  a 
Mission  to  Canada  last  year  to  find  out  how  they  did  it.    Now  the  Department 
is  out  with  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  227  telling  just  what  the  Mission 
found  out.    One  thing  the  Canadians  have  done  recently  is  to  develop  better  ways 
of  processing  pork  by  cutting  out  much  of  the  fat,  and  otherwise  making  pork 
cuts  more  appealing  to  consumers.    One  of  the  toughest  problems  is  developing  a 
market  system  that  pays  farmers  higher  prices  for  leaner  pork  when  farmers  do 
develop  it. 
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Panel  Programs  on  Farm  Woodlands 

Bill  Baker,  WMIK,  Middlesboro,  Ky. ,  tells  us  he's  presented  a  series  of 
five  discussion  programs  of  15  min.  each  on  "Our  Forest  Resources"  and  reports 
wonderful  cooperation  from  forestry  officials  and  gratifying  reactions  from 
listeners.    He  finds  improving  farm  woodland  and  small  private  forests  by 
proper  management,  tree  planting  and  reforestation,  prevention  of  forest  fires, 
etc.,  makes  first-rate  program  material,  especially  for  stations  where  forests 
are  of  prime  economic  importance  and  where  they  are  park  areas. 

Oldest  Tree -leather  Laboratory  in  World 

Sunday  the  Forest  Service  announced  the  establishment  of  the  Methuselah 
Walk  and  other  parts  of  the  ancient  bristlecone  pine  forest  of  Inyo  County, 
Cal. ,  as  a  natural  laboratory  for  basic  research  in  tree  longevity  and  genetics. 
One  hundred  of  those  trees  have  been  recording  climate  changes  from  year  to 
year  in  their  tree  rings  for  more  than  4,000  years.    Thousands  of  those'  r~0 
prehistoric  pines  have  kept  records  for  from  3^000  to  4,000  years.    Only  last 
year,  after  20  years  of  research  among  old  trees,  the  late  Edmund  Schulman 
discovered  that  these  trees  were  in  fact  the  oldest  living  things  on  earth. 
As  soon  as  the  souvenir  hunters  heard,  about  it,  they  swooped  down.    The  Forest 
Service  will  now  manage  the  forest  to  protect  it  in  as  near  natural  condition 
as  possible,  to  preserve  and  protect  the  trees. 

Spanish  Farm  Broadcasts  along  Border 

Dick  Hickerson,  Ext.  Radio,  Texas  ASM,  reports  6l  radio  stations  in  the 
Lone  Star  State  do  some  Spanish  programs.    Fourteen  of  these  have  25  hours  or 
more  programming  each  week  for  Texas'  Spanish  speaking  population.    As  the 
College  has  a  number  of  students  from  border  towns  they  can  draw  on  to  do 
translating  and  voicing,  Dick  is  considering  the  possibility  of  an  agricultural 
tape  service  in  Spanish  to  serve  the  stations  interested.    He  is  now  surveying 

the  stations  to  determine  their  needs  for  such  short  recordings  Jim 

Hedrick,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  La.,  reports  plans  for  the  Third.  Ark-La-Tex  Dairy 
Conference,  Monday,  April  28,  sponsored  by  KWKH  in  cooperation  with  La.  State  U. , 
Texas  A  h  M,  and  U.  of  Ark.    During  the  conference  the  specialists  will  aim  to 
advise  listeners  how  to  get  "More  Milk-Per  Man-Per  Acre-Per  Cow".  .  .  .Speaking 
of  milk,  soon  we'll  be  'knee- deep  in  June'  when  the  big  supply  of  milk  reaches 
its  seasonal  peak.    We've  already  sent  you  some  "Dream  Dishes  with  Dairy 
Products"  to  remind  you  that  June  is  Dairy  Month  -  especially  this  year  when  it 
looks  like  a  record-breaking  supply.    The  Department  has  just  issued  a  colorful 
leaflet  called  "Food  for  Fitness"  -  a  simplified  food  guide  which  rates  the 
milk  group  as  one  of  the  main  four  we  all  need. 

REA  to  Stimulate  Electric  Appliance  Sales 

In  line  with  the  President's  suggestion  to  Secretary  Eenson,  REA  has 
announced  steps  to  help  stimulate  sales  of  electrical  appliances  and  equipment 
needed  to  improve  farm  and  family  living.    On  the  local  level,  the  Department 
proposes  to  team-up  dealers  and  REA  borrowers  in  sales  efforts  tailored  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  rural  ccirmunities  they  serve.    Yesterday,  REA  Adm'r  David  Hamil 

suggested  May  19  to  June  Ik  as  the  kick-off  period  for  the  local  sales  

The  snow  survey  report  by  SCS  and  FS  shows  the  West's  water  supply  the  best  in 
years.    But  those  boys  can't  forget  the  long  dry  spells.    They  warn  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  use  this  season's  water  supply  as  beneficially  as  if  shortages 
were  expected. 
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Progress  Conference  on  Rural  Development 

RDP  Joe  Doherty  tells  us  he's  dusting  off  the  welcome -mat  and  hanging  out 
the  latch- string  at  the  Peabody  Hotel,  Memphis,  for  all  you  radio  and  TV  farm 
folks  June  16  and  17 .    That's  when  and  where  the  near- summit  leaders  of  Rural 
Development  will  gather  to  review  and  confer  on  the  progress  made  in  the 
Program  throughout  the  country.    If  you  want  to  check  on  the  development  of  Rural 
Development  this  is  an  opportunity.    It  is  a  10  work-group  workshop  type 
conference,  with  general  sessions.    Yesterday,  the  RDP  Committee,  made  up  of 
Under  Sec 'ys  of  5  Fed.  Depts,  the  Adm'r  of  Small  Business,  and  a  member  of  the 
President's  Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  issued  a  press  release  with  an 
imposing  list  of  top  brass  speakers. 

Northeast  Regional  AAACE- NATRFD  Meet 

Jack  Towers  of  this  office,  reports  plenty  of  radio  and  TV  talk  at  the 
NATRFD-Regional  AAACE  meeting  early  this  week  in  Wilmington,  Del.     "Doc"  Webster, 
WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.Y.  unveiled  the  format  for  his  proposed  'Nor'easter'  house 
organ.     Highlight  of  the  AAACE  media  session  on  radio-TV  was  a  radio  "spot 
clinic"  with  Milton  Bergstein,  mgr.  WMAJ,  State  College  Pa.    He  showed  how 
necessary  it  is  for  a  radio  program  to  grab  the  listener's  attention  right  off 
the  bat.    Bergstein  urged  folks  who  write  radio  spots  to  begin  with  catch 
phrases  —  like  "Here's  an  idea  that  can  mean  money  in  your  pocket,"  or  "Now, 
here's  something  important'.'  .  .  or  "Now  get  this."    He  cautioned  that  if  writers 
would  read  their  spots  out  loud  to  themselves  they'd  produce  more  effective  copy. 
These  points  apply  to  most  other  radio  presentations  as  well  as  to  spots.  .  .  , 
Foster  Mullenax,  Ext.  Radio  and  TV  Ed.  for  W.  Va". ,  described  a  successful  TV 
garden  "road  show"  presented  this  spring  over  7  stations.     It  eliminated  the 
need  to  present  county  garden  demonstrations,  Foster  said.   .   .  .Karin 
Kristianson  of  the  University  of  Vermont  showed  what  ingenuity  and  hard  work 
can  achieve  in  TV  with  a  low  budget.    She  even  packs  her  own  lights  and  movie 
camera  for  a  daily  \  hour  show.    What  a  gal.' 

Don't  Miss  the  Nets  -  April  21-26 

"Review  of  Resources  in  Farm  Woodlands"  with  Hollis  Seavey  on  the  Clear 
Channel  stations  weekend  of  April  26. 

"Highlights,  Institute  of  Animal  Agriculture,  Purdue  University"  on  NBC 
in  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sat.  April  26,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 

"Reducing  Diet"  with  Ext.  Dir  of  Nutrition  Evelyn  Spindler  on  ABNetwork 
in  American  Farmer,  Sat.  April  26,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST. 

"Beltsville  Newsreel  No.  lV  with  1.  Sec 'y  Benson  presenting  Research 
Opportunities  in  Agriculture;  2.  Powdered  Tomato  Juice;  3.  Hybrid  Lambs;  and 
h.  Cherry  Blossom  Princess  in  Cotton      plus  Special  Film  Report  from  Trade  Fair 
in  Osaka,  Japan.*    in  USDA  Film  Packages  for  mailing  week  of  "April  21-26. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  on  CBS,  Sat.  April  26,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m. 

See  your  local  listings  for  evening  Washington  Farm  Report  with  NBC  '  s 
Richard  Harkness,  Mon.  thru  Fri. 


*  Spot  news  possibility  here.    The  Osaka  Fair  doesn't  close  until  April  27. 


Tape  Warning  of  Grain  Storage  Shortage 

USDA  has  announced  that  its  survey  shows  3z  "billion  bushels  of  commercial 
grain  storage  capacities  in  this  country.    Storage  has  continued  to  expand  for  the 
last  few  years;    but  some  parts  of  the  country  can  still  have  periodic  storage 
problems,  especially  in  years  of  big  harvests  and  when  carryovers  are  high.  We 
have  sent  a  3_I1iiii^  ^0  sec.  tape  to  some  of  you  in  key  grain  producing  States.  In 
it,  Ass't  Sec'y  Marvin  McLain  warns  of  shortage  of  grain  storage  with  the  new 
record  carry-over.    He  tells  what  USDA  is  doing  to  solve  the  problem,  and  points 
out  loans  available  to  farmers  to  finance  new  bins  and  cribs  and  to  buy  drying 
equipment . 

Info.  Men  at  New  Uses  labs 

This  week  ARS  had  four  new  information  men  here  with  us  getting  briefed  on  the 
Department  generally.    Each  will  be  located  at  one  of  the  four  big  regional  USDA 
new  uses  research  laboratories.    They  are  men,  you'll  want  to  meet  -  expecially 
the  one  in  your  part  of  the  country.    Russell  Prescott  will  be  your  man  at  the 
Western  Lab.  in  Albany,  Calif.    Dean  Mayberry,  who  has  been  in  ARS  publications 
here  in  Washington  some  time,  will  handle  information  work  at  the  Northern  Utiliza- 
tion Research  and  Development  Division,    at  Peoria.    Ditto  that  long  name  and 
make  it  Eastern,  in  Wyndmoor,  Pa.,  and  your  man  is  Norman  Roberts.    At  the  Southern 
regional  Lab,  in  New  Orleans,  the  man  to  handle  your  information  requests  will  be 
Verncn  Burdette. 


Late  Additions  to  Your  Tape  Library 

"Tips  on  Better  Swine  from  Canada" Jerry  Engelman,  AMS,  tells  what  the 
Mission  to  Canada  found  out  about  how  they  produce  meat-type  hogs. 

TIME:  2:08 

^3048      "Trees  with  A  Shady  Past"  -  John  Sieker,  dir.  recreation  and  land  use,  FS, 
tells  about  the  1+600  yr.  old  trees,  recently  found  to  be  the  "oldest 
living  things  on  earth"  and  the  plans  to  protect  them.  TIME:  2:l8 

ij-l+o48      "Australian  Impression  with  U.  S.  Farming"-  Australian  Ag.  Attache  Robert 
Sherwin  tells  FAS  Bert  Hutchison,  his  impressions  from  a  tour  of  U.  S. 
farming  areas.  TIME:  3:50 

Send  us  a  blank  tape  and  the  number  of  these  you  need. 


Golden  Days  at  the  Golden  Gate 

Another  milestone  was  passed  yesterday  on  the  West  Coast  when  old-timer  Henry 
Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  racked  up  the  UOOOth  (three  zeros)  broadcast  of  his 
daily  Farmers 1 Digest.    Henry  left  the  Cal.  Ext.  Service  to  get  into  this  newfangled 
electric  radio  way  back  when,  and  soon  won  respect  and  confidence  of  farm  liste- 
ners in  a  wide  arc  of  California  and  environs  (plus  ships  at  sea).    An  incurable 
traveler  (Australia,  South  America,  etc.)  and  a  popular  speaker,  Hank  has  been 
regional  chairman  of  NATRFD  in  recent  years. 


Sincerely, 
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Layne  Beaty,  Chief, 
Radio  and  Television  Service. 
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Radio  Rarm^ctors  W 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


April  25,  1958 
Letter  No.  8l8 


As  we  read  the  smoke- signals  in  the  western  sky,  Chief  Beaty  is  now  busy 
scouting  his  old  stamping-grounds  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma.    For  the  past  two  days, 
he's  been  making  medicine  with  Doc  Ruhmann,  at  Doc's  WBAP  TV  Workshop  at  Fort 
Worth.    Today  they  arrived  in  Tulsa  for  the  big  three-day  NATRFD  West  South  Cent- 
ral, Region  6,  pow-wow  there.    Us  Indians  here  are  just  trying  to  hold  out  until 
the  Chief  can  get  back  next  week  with  more  ammunition. 

Steady  Food  Demand  in  '58 

Yesterday  our  Crop  Board  summarized  the  demand  and  price  situation.  It 
noted  that  this  third  recession  since  the  war  seems  to  have  had  little  affect  on 
markets  for  nonfood  farm  products,  and  that  the  demand  for  food  has  continued 
strong.    The  Board  says  most  of  the  decline  in  economic  activity  so  far  has  come 
from  weakening  in  the  capital  goods  industries  -  particularly  automobiles.  Sales 
at  retail  stores  have  continued  to  go  up.    It  suggests  that  consumer  incomes  may 
steady  about  where  they  are.    It  figures  consumer  demand  for  food  should  continue 
fairly  strong  for  the  rest  of  this  year. 


Hew  Poultry-Egg  News  Services 

May  1  the  Department  launches,  at  Chicago,  Atlanta,  and  Jackson,  Miss., 
new  first-of- its -kind  pilot  projects  in  reporting  trends  in  poultry  and  egg 
markets.    The  new  reports  at  Jackson  and  Atlanta  will  cover  the  volume  of  eggs 
moved  every  day  and  the  prices  paid.    In  Jackson,  the  report  will  be  on  the  volume 
and  prices  of  eggs  sold  to  retailers.    In  Atlanta,  the  volume-price  reports  will 
include  the  delivered  price  paid  by  dealers  and  chain  stores  for  loose  pack  eggs 
and  the  volume  moved  at  each  price.    In  Chicago,  the  new  project  is  the  first 
reporting  on  a  volume-price  basis  of  terminal  market  trading  in  ready-to-cook 
poultry.    For  the  past  two  years,  the  Department  has  had  similar  reporting  on  live 
poultry  in  a,  number  of  markets .    Recently,  the  egg  industry  asked  to  have  such 
market  news  on  eggs.    During  the  past  two  months,  trial  runs  were  held  at  Jackson 
and  Atlanta. 


Agriculture  Big  Customer  for  Industry 

In  a  talk  before  the  Bond  Club  in  New  York,  at  noon  today,  Secretary 
Benson  pointed  out  the  importance  of  agriculture  to  other  economic  groups.    He  said 
agriculture  buys  more  petroleum  than  any  other  industry.    Farmers  take  6-g-  million 
tons  of  finished  steel  a  year.    Enough  raw  rubber  to  put  tires  on  6  million  cars 
a  year.    Agriculture  uses  50  million  tons  of  chemicals  a  year  and  more  electric 
power  than  Chicago,  Detroit,  Houston,  Baltimore,  and  Boston  combined.    About  20 
per  cent  of  U.  S.  exports  are  farm  products.    It  is  a  $lh  Million  customer  of 
industry . 
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Better  Milk-Fed  Defense  Forces 

The  special  program  to  get  more  milk  into  the  Armed  Forces,  and  at  the 
same  time  lessen  the  amount  USDA  has  to  "buy  under  the  dairy  price-support 
program,  is  working  well.    Since  this  plan  started  in  x5h  the  hoys  and  girls 
in  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  Marines  have  used  over  a  "billion  pints  more 
than  they  would  have  had  otherwise.    Last  year,  they  used  twice  as  much  fluid 
milk  as  they  normally  do.  .  .  .Secretary  Benson  has  just  issued  a  statement  to 
his  fellow  workers  in  USDA,  and  fellow  citizens  everywhere,  to  get  them  to  pay 
special  tribute  to  members  of  our  Armed  Forces  on  Armed  Forces  Day,  May  17  • 

"Texas  Tintinnabulations"  by  Eellringer  Beaty 

*(just  received  by  Air)*  Arriving  in  the  Lone  Star  State  for  our  first  visit  in 
quite  a  spell,  we  find  farm  broadcasting  here  in  good  heart,  sound  of  wind  and 
limb  and  looking  to  the  future.    We  touched  base  in  Dallas  with  Murray  Cox,  WFAA, 
who  plans  his  annual  Farm  Study  Tour  this  year  to  Hawaii,  world's  largest  ranch, 
pineapples,  etc;  then  teamed  up  with  Doc  Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  for  a  trip 
to  Houston  and  College  Station.    Doc  is  readying  a  Ranch  and  Farm  Tour  of 
Western  Europe  for  30  Texans  in  late  June. 

We  hit  Houston  on  San  Jacinto  Day  (anniversary  of  Gen.  Sam  Houston's 
decisive  victory  over  Mexican  President  Santa  Anna  for  Texas  independence.  It 
was  a  holiday  in  Houston  for  ceremonies  on  nearby  San  Jacinto  Monument  -  it  is^ 
taller  than  the  Washington  Monument  -  grounds.    Nevertheless  we  had  a  good  visit 
with  Manager  Barthold  of  KUET,  the  Univ.  of  Houston's  educ.  station,  who  is 
getting  good  results  with  classroom  teaching  via  TV  on  the  air  -  not  closed 
circuit.    Lectures  and  demonstrations  originate  in  KUET  studios  with  live 
audiences.    Univ.  has  15,000  students,  many  of  them  part  time.    Barthold  reports 
much  off- campus  interest  in  courses  -  for  instance,  Biology  at  7  a.m. 

Dewey  Compton  and  ass't  L.  0.  Tiedt  (pronounced  Teed)  at  KTRH  and  KTRK-TV 
do  over  two  hours  daily  on  radio  and  a  half -hour  weekly  on  TV.    Dewey  makes 
good  use  of  pocket- sized  tape  recorder,  battery-operated  with  playback,  and  also 
the  telephone  he  has  in  his  car.    Says  both  are  worth  vastly  more  than  they 
cost,  in  handling  farm  news  for  radio.    Dewey  does  much  of  his  90-min.  early 
morning  stint  with  good  natured  banter  with  announcer  Bill  Zak  surrounding  the 
solid  farm  news  weather  and  markets.    There's  a  running  gag  with  the  KTRH 
newsman  about  the  local  market  for  armadillos.    Morning  I  was  there,  Dewey  was 
receiving  phone  calls  from  all  points  about  the  size  of  hailstones  that  had 
fallen  the  night  before. 

Over  at  KPRC  and  KPRC-TV,  old  timer  George  Roesner  and  ass't  Buck  Buchanan 
are  on  both  radio  and  TV  daily.    George  now  puts  all  his  TV  commercials  on 
videotape  ahead  of  time.    Monday  evening  we  watched  him  put  some  local  amateur 
music  talent  on  videotape  for  his  early  morning  TV  show.    Roesner  and  Compton 
will  attend  the  regional  NATRFD  meet  in  Tulsa  this  weekend. 

George  Shannon,  WWL,  New  Orleans,  phoned  over  to  say  he  is  tied  up  with  a 
new  TV  show  and  some  strawberry  marketing  promotion  work  which '11  keep  him  from 
the  conclave.    In  the  direction  of  cooperation,  Buchanan  and  Shannon  are  using 
short  tapes  from  Ruhmann  plugging  his  upcoming  European  tour.    Roesner  inter*, 
viewed  Doc  about  it  on  TV. 

Put  Safety  to  Work 

With  this  letter  we're  sending  you  the  Secretary's  Memo  on  National  Farm 
Safety  Week  July  20-26.    Also  the  leaflet.    Those  meshing  wheels  "When  you  work 
for  safety  -  Safety  works  for  you"  seem  to  mesh  extra  well  with  RFDs.  Those 
State  scores  strike  us  as  a  potentially  highly  helpful  idea. 
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Fourth  Largest  Wheat  Crop  Prospect 


In  the  important  wheat  States  of  the  central  and  southern  Plains  and  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  the  wheat  condrti-on  can  be  described  as  having  seldom  looked 
better.    This  morning  our  Situation  Board  reported  wheat  prospects  have  contin- 
ued to  gain  over  the  favorable  condition  indicated  last  December.    As  of  April 
1,  the  winter  wheat  crop  was  forecast  at  96k  million  bushels.    The  first 
estimate  of  spring  wheat  production  will  come  June  10;  but  average  yields  on 
the  intended  acreage  would  give  a  crop  of  225  million  bushels.    The  total  for 
all  wheat  would  be  around  1  billion  190  million  bushels.    That  would  amount  to 
26  percent  above  last  year  and  the  fourth  largest  on  record.    By  the  first  of 
this  July,  they  expect  the  carryover  to  be  30  million  bushels  less  than  last 
July,  but  with  the  very  big  crop  in  prospect  for  '58,  carryover  in  July  '59  is 
expected  to  be  increased  substantially.    That  means,  too,  more  storage  capacity 
may  be  needed  in  farms  in  some  parts  of  the  country.    USPA  suggests  that  if  grain 
farmers  need  more  storage  they  arrange  for  it  right  away.     If  they  want  to  buy 
or  build  bins  or  cribs,  or  install  drying  equipment,  they  can  get  loans  from  the 
Department .    County  ASC  offices  can  explain  about  the  storage  loans. 

Changes  in  Agriculture  to  Continue 

With  each  succeeding  year,  we  are  having  to  adjust  to  new  things  and  new 
ideas  at  a  faster  rate  than  we  did  the  year  before.    Today  at  the  Midwest 
Sociological  Society  meeting  in  Minneapolis,  Paul  Jehlik,  USPA's  principal 
rural  research  sociologist,  pointed  out  some  of  the  changes  likely  in  the  years 
ahead.    As  he  sees  it,  farming  will  continue  to  go  to  town  and  towns  continue  to 
spread  into  the  countryside.    He  says  much  of  our  apparent  increase  in  farm 
labor  efficiency  is  due  to  the  shift  of  so  many  activities  to  the  town  and  city. 
Actually,  nearly  30  percent  of  the  total  labor  force  in  the  U.S.  is  engaged  in 
agri-business  including  farming.    Rural  sociology  has  been  swiftly  drawn  into 
the  orbit  of  farm- city  relationships.    He  expects  the  trend  toward  larger  and 
fewer  farms,  calling  for  higher  managerial  ability,  and  more  use  of  technical 
help  in  management,  to  continue.    He  looks  for  more  contract  farming,  more 
organization  around  commodities,  fewer  farm  people,  and  continued  social 
upheaval  in  rural  and  city  areas.    Farm  land  will  generally  keep  selling  at  a 
high  figure,  it  will  become  increasingly  hard  to  transfer  land  from  generation 
to  generation,  and  more  and  more  land  will  be  owned  by  non- farmers.  Sociologist 
Jehlik  predicts  more  standardization  of  agricultural  products,  more  rigid  cost 
structures,  and  consumer  preference  dictating  farm  production. 

First  Stubble  Mulch  Tillage  Contest 

Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  reports  the  first  KGNO  Farm  Pay 
April  19  was  such  a  big  success,  they  plan  to  make  it  an  annual  affair.  They 
centered  the  Pay  around  the  Stubble  Mulch  Tillage  Contest,  which  Roddy  calls 
"the  first  known  contest  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States."    He  says  they  had 
to  set  up  a  completely  new  set  of  judging  standards  to  score  stubble  mulch 
tillage  equipment.  .  .  .John  Merrifield,  WWJ  and  WWJ-TV,  Detroit,  has  convinced 
us  that  the  East-North  Central,  Region  k,  meeting  at  Hotel  Fort  Shelby,  Petroit, 
Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  April  27th,  28th,  and  29th,  will  be  second  to  none. 
.   .   .  .During  May,  Frank  Teuton,  ARS,  will  present  his  "Research  on  Parade"  on 
four-  of  the  larger  Hawaii  Islands,  starting  May  3  at  the  Annual  Agricultural- 
Industrial  Conference  of  Hawaii,  in  Honolulu  FAO  reports  huge 

swarms  of  desert  locusts  attacking  agriculture  in  most  countries  of  the  Near 
East. 


Today's  Heme  Builds  Tomorrow's  World 

This  is  just  by  way  of  reminding  you  that  May  U-10  is  National  Home  Demonstra- 
tion Week.    That  headline  is  the  theme  this  year.    And,  come  to  think  of  it, 
that's  putting  a  lot  of  responsibility  on  "Today's  Home".    It  is  going  to  take 
some  doing  -  with  all  the  changes  going  on  -  to  keep  from  having  a  jerry-built 
world. 

Recordings  Held  for  Your  Tapes 

U5QU8      "The  Military  -  A  Fine  Dairy  Market"  -  Harlan  Emery,  CSS,  tells  how  much 
milk  the  Armed  Services  are  using.  TIME:  1:32 

k6ckQ      "'Ead  Medicine5  for  Pink  Bollworms"  -  Controls  Summarized 

  TIME:  i:l<.6 

kj#8      "New  Look  in  Poultry-Egg  Market  News"-  Harry  Rust,  AMS,  reports  on  volume - 
price  reporting  for  eggs  starting  May  1.  TIME:  2:00 

"U.  S.  Farm  Products  Tops  at  Jap  Fair"-  Bert  Hutchison,  FAS,  narrates 
segments  of  tapes  made  at  Osaka  Trade  Fair,  which  closes  April  27- 
to  TIME:  4:00 

USDA  Heard  Widely  via  these  Outlets  Week  April  28-May  3 

Wildlife  and  Soil  Conservation    as  pictured  in  22  pix  by  SCS  in  USDA-TV  Package 
for  mailing  week  of  April  2b-May  3 

New  Trends  in  Homemaking,  discussed  by  Mrs.  James  Pasicke^  Maryland  homemaker  with 
Eunice  Heywood,  Ass't  Dir.  of  Home  Economics  Programs,  Ext.  Service    on  the  Clear 
Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  May  3,  saluting  Home  Demonstration  Week. 

Food  for  Teenagers  by  Dr.  Evelyn  Spindler.    Another  of ^  * f *  ™ 
the  American  Farmer  over  the  ABNetwork,  Saturday,  May  3,  12:30  to  1:00  p. m .EST. 
Also  on  same  program,  Walter  Berger,  CSS,  will  discuss  the  Gram  Storage  Situa- 
tion. 

CBS  Farm  Hews  with  Claude  Mahoney,  on  CBS,  Sat.  May  3,  at  9:30  to  9:"*5  a.m.  EST. 
Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness,  on  HBC  evenings,  on  HBC  evenings, 
Mon.  thru  Fri.  consult  your  local  listings. 

Results  of  the  National  land  Judging  Contest  at  Oklahoma  City  ^^.^^f^ 
NBC  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  noon,  EST,  May  %  and  the  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  will  tell  of  its  Program  to  Serve  California  Agriculture. 

Same  Garden  Guide  on  Vegetable  Pests 

USDA  has  lust  brought  up  to  date  its  l6  page  bulletin  "Shoppers'  Guide 
for  U    f  Grades  for  Fool" .    We  also  have  the  hQ  page  Home  and  Garden  on  "Insects 
Z  Diseases  of  Vegetables  in  the  Heme  Garden"  available  in  single  copies,  if  you 


want  it. 


Sincerely, 

C.  A.  Herndon, 

Radio  and  Television  Service. 


